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Happy New Year to all of you. We want to start 1986 by thanking all of 
you for subscribing to our Report. Monthly you will be kept up to date 
on all the latest software and hardware for the BL. In addition: we 
will keep you informed on the latest news pertaining to Sinclair 
Research and the GL. He will have interviews with programmers and 
software companies. 


= a new management team 
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Nigel Searle is no longer with Sinclair Research. The former managing 
director of the compa left last nt work for an undisclosed ITEM 
software company. Mr. Sear d inclair during some of its 
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achines cannot be sold the way ¿X2i'=s» and Commodore 445 were. 

lair’s dealer network grows: with small independent retailers 
supporting and understanding the machine they sell- the GL should be 
able to favorably compete against Atari. Apple has had a 62000 machine 
in the marketplace longer than anyone and you will notice that the 
Macintosh is only available from authorized Apple dealers and not from 
E-mart. 


in a re survey conducted by Audits of the U.K.: Sinclair Research 
is selling tui any computers as Acorn and Commodore put 
together. Accar ison Maguire: marketing manager for Sinclair: 
"The GL market als tremendous and backs our decision to 
repasitian the new price." The turnaround Sinclair has made 
financially has ring short of miraculous. Although the company 
had a substant of 13.3 million pounds for its fiscal year 
ending March 30 hrisimas season sales toth here and in the 
ULE. have been enough to cause production to start again on 
both Spectrum Gite. One effect of the bad year is that Sir 
Clive’s salary diy cut from 77-000 to 223,000 pounds. 


The major thre 


f t Sinclair has to deal with is from Amstrad: a computer 
company taki T 


0 
nd and Europe by a storm. Most 


Engla a their machines 
are £30 based. Their starter model comes with 128k of RAM and runs 
LFA as an operating system. It iz availiable over here from 
independent dealers. However: Amstrad has a new machine. the POV S254, 

i tail far $477 and iz being made available in Dears stores 
inning in February. Sears has committed to purchasing 
25; at the rate of 10.000 a month. 


We hope enough of you are impressed with your QL to tell your friends 


to forget the Atari ST’s and the Amstrad’s- and to get a QL of their 

ith dealers actually stocking the machine: they are readily 
available now. We have them in stock and have some very attractive 
bundles so have your friends give us a call. 


Here in the U.S. we are finally seeing G@L’s with serial numbers above 
2000 which is a good sign. We are finding that the machine is turning 
into a very competent business machine. In fact» on January ist we 
initiated a complete Point of Sale System using a 256k BL and a single 


double sided double density disk drive uH BER stores 720k. 
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For those of you who have been receiving the Report for awhile: you 
have read of our customer database. We have taken that and added a 
stock file with over 400 items of inventory. a supplier file an 
invoice file and an orders file: and created a complete Point of Sale 
system . Here is how it works. If a customer calls up and wishes ta 
place an order» we start a procedure from within the Database that 
starts a customer invoice- with our name.address, etc.. date and time. 
The FOS then opens our customer database and asks for the person's 
name. If he is already on files their name is printed automatically on 
the invoice. If not. they are first inserted into the file by asking 
für name. address. etc. and then printed. 


The POS then opens the stock file and asks for an item. We can teii 

the customer immediately if the item in question is in stock. The 
stock file also shows if an item is on order. If in stack. a procedure 
prints the quantity needed» and sel ice and extension on the 
invoice and immediately updates the stos iis. subtracting the number 4 
sold from the stock on hand. and updat the year ta date and month 
to date fields accordingly. 


After the order is f e begins which totais the 
invoice: updates the customer’s individual file to show the date he 
las ordered. invoice number. and items and stores the breakdown of 
the cost of the items by format L» 20459. books, magazines etc. 


At the end of the day» reports are generated showing sales by various 
categories-retail: wholesale: c.a.d.-the total amount of inventory 
sold by format. and the items sold. Each invoice takes slightly longer 
te g ate than before. but we have consolidated about 5 different 
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work our office machines together using 
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This POS program is 
the coming year: we want to net 
perhaps a iOmb hard disk ands 
small to medium sized business. All the individual database files. 
with the exception of our customer fi > can fit on microdrive 
cartridge so we usually back up our stock file, the most important. ta 
microdrive once or twice a day and backup up the whole FOS to disk at 
the end of EE ] f We have had one system crash which resulted in 
ck quantities for half a day's invoices-— not 
tco bad. All in all it is very useful. 


The main obstacle to avercame i the utter lack of good: alit A 
accounting software for the GL. This subject definitely needs to be 
addressed by Sinclair. There are some excellent packages available in 
England but we need Americanized versions» equinped with state and 
local sales tax. income tax» etc. Hopefully this year will see a lot 
more accounting and business packages. Why spend $2000 on an IBM if a 
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GLR: Will CONCEPT 3D do screen dumps to most printers? 


C: We didn't write a screen dump routine for | CONCEPT. We Left 
function key Fl undefined however, and since the program can multitask 
= asic. any of the available screen dump utilities can be 


with Superbad i 
f 


i 
i or the keyboard. 


GLR: When should the program be ready? 


are trying for the end of March. 


GLR: I know you want to try and do an Amiga version of your program. 
How hard do you think it would be to transfer programs between the 


various 32 bit machines out in the marketplace-Amiga» Atari ST, 
Macintosh: BL? 
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In the November issue of GL User; 
ca programs claimed that XD modeling 
on the ML. It was very satisfying 
s a SD model displayed on the L's 


We hope to do an interview every month with a GL related person. Next 
month we hope to interview John Tweedy, sales director for Talent 
» stems. wha have Given us such OL classics az ZKUL, BEST. 
GRAPHIGL, and COSMOS. They also have a new title set for release which 
we will be talking about. 


We have in Flight Simulator by Hicrodeal. The graphics are very 
similar to Psion's Vli-Zd on the 2068 or Spectrum. You have a choice of 
flying through 9 different "worlds." some with mountains. You can even 
choose the weather you would like . As you clear the,runway the scene 
of the world your are in comes inta view. Bridges. mountains. power 
lines. towers and mare. Imagine taking off and flying under a power 
line then into a treacherous mountain world. and landing between two 
mountai This is not as gaod as the simulator on the IBM. but it is 
i 


a definite improvement over the Flight Simulator for the 2042 and 


Spectrum. 
We also just received JOSS. which stands for Joystik Operated Software 
System. But. you don't have to have a joystick- you can use the cursor 


keys and the space bar. JOSS frees the user from the tedious. error 


orore process of typing out the long file-handling commands demanded 
hy &-Dos. For example» to copy a file from one device to another under 
GDOS you must type in full “COPY mdvi_JOSS_doc TO mdv2_J055_doc"-— _ 
this is 36 key presses. With JOSS. you use a joystik or the cursor ( 
keys to select the COPY option: then move a pointer to the name of the 


file you want to copy and press the FIRE buttontor space bar). Similar 
savings are made when DELETE ing files and LOADing or LRUNning 
programs. The more files you have on a device the more time and 
frustration JOSS will save you. Write or call for more information. 


We also have in stock SUFERCHARGE and SUPER ASTROLOGER by Digital 
Precision . Supercharge we mentioned briefly last report. We hope to 
do an in depth review within the coming months. Super Astrologer is an 
excellent program for those of you interested in either Astrology or 
Astronomy. For astronomers the program has many useful features 
including a scale display of exact planetary positions at any point in 
time (past. present or future} with variable magnification: 
interplanetary distance calculator: etc. 


The program takes into account the precise date. time: and location of 
the birth and produces a horoscope unique to those parameters. It will 


do the natal chart» handles aspects. progressions: transits: etc. It 
also will do automatic comparisons of personality between any two 
people which is useful for compatability testing. It has sample 
readouts for Prince Charles» Princess Diana, and ZO other famous 
people. It will give over 4 pages of single spaced text as a readout. 
A different type of program perhaps not for everyone: but excellent. 
nonetheless. 3 


He finally have a patch 
those of you who have 


or GZPELL so you can install it with WP. For 
alr 
blank formatted  cartrida 


eady purchased QSPELL from us: send us a 
and we will send you the patch. For those 


of you just ordering. we will include an instruction sheet . Or: send 
a blank formatted cartridge with your order and we will install the 
patch for you when we fill your order. 

One bit ef news which is unfortunate is that aL User magazine ۶ 
ceasing publication after the January issue, albeit temporarily. The 
magazine is being sold ta a different publisher. It will resurface in 
a couple of months which is good but we are not sure we will be able 
to import it from the new publisher. Those of you who have pre-paid 
for future issues will have the option of receiving Sinclair User; 


which we will still bring in monthly, ar a credit toward future 
purchases. If at all possible we will try and bring it in. Sinclair 
User is devoting more and more space to the OL as the market moves in 
that direction so some of you who have not tried it should read an 
issue or two to see if it can supply you with needed GL information. 
Their hardware and software reviews are excellent and they are 
committed to covering all Sinclair related news. The December issuer 
for example. had an excellent program you could type in for a 
full-size hi res screen dump of any screen picture to your printer. 
One of our customers in New Jersey sent us a screen dump of OL Chess 


done with the program and it is very impressive. C) 
The GLUB news in England is reporting that Fsion’s X change software 


for the IBM (Quill; Abacus; Archive: and Easel bundled together in 
MS-dos format) can use Archive programs written with the BL which 


programs: by the wayo 
the 185. And you have to 
urchase the computer to run tie 


Our terminal programs for the GL are stalled. The Anchor 300/1200 baud 
modem will work and we can connect to various services but we still 
have garbled transmissions. Messages that we send are error free but 
what comes in on the screen is very messy. When we use 1200 baud. the 
transmission comino in starts crystal clear but then deteriorates. 
Either the baud rate is fluctuating which we are having Sinclair look 
into. or the stop bits have to be changed somehow and the programs we 
hi 
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